
Trusted evidence.
Informed decisions.
Better health.

Cochrane Library: Train the 
Trainer - U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs

Colleen Finley, Product Manager, Wiley

Photo by Holly Millward



Agenda

• What’s in the Cochrane Library

• Basic Navigation feature

• Advanced search

• MeSH

• Search manager

• PICO Searchbeta

• Training hub and resources



What is Cochrane?

• An international collaboration of over 50,000 
researchers and health professionals passionate 
about improving health outcomes for everyone, 
everywhere

• Their overall objective is to ensure that the 
treatments used every day around the world, are 
based on the best possible evidence, which is 
independently assessed and quality checked

• They have been doing this for 25 years



What’s in the Cochrane Library
• Cochrane Database of Systematic  Reviews

– + 8500  Reviews 

– + 2400  Protocols 

• Central Register of Controlled Trials (CENTRAL)

– + 1.6 million articles

• Cochrane Clinical Answers (+2200)

• Systematic Reviews from Epistemonikos (+300000)

• Editorials (+130)

• Special Collections (+30)

• Health Systems Evidence (HSE) and Social Systems Evidence (SSE) 
created by McMaster’s Health Forum (+14000 and 4000)



Cochrane Database of 
Systematic Reviews
• Each review addresses a clearly formulated question 

e.g. Can antibiotics  alleviate the symptoms of a sore throat?

• Investigates the effects of interventions for prevention, treatment 
and rehabilitation in a healthcare setting.

• Reviewed using stringent guidelines to establish whether or not 
there is conclusive evidence about a specific treatment.



Cochrane Central Register of 
Controlled Trials
• World’s largest database of Randomised Controlled Trials

• Includes details of published articles taken direct from 
bibliographic databases and other published resources 

• The records include the title of the article, information on where it 
was published and in many cases, the abstract

• The full text of these articles is not available as part of the 
Cochrane Library

• How is CENTRAL created? 

https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/central-creation


New CENTRAL content

New Content sources have been added to CENTRAL

MAY 2020 

• CINAHL (Cumulative Index of Nursing and Allied Health 
Literature) (17000)

MAY 2019:  ~240,000 articles from clinical trial registries

• CT.gov (193,000) 

• WHO ICTRP (136,000)

NEW CONTENT



Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials
CENTRAL includes randomized and quasi-randomized controlled trials 
comprised of records retrieved from
• PubMed/MEDLINE
• Embase
• Clinical Trial Registries

– ClinicalTrials.gov
– ICTRP

• CINAHL (Cumulative Index of Nursing and Allied Health)   (new as of May 
2020)

• Cochrane Review Groups' Specialized Registers which includes records 
identified by handsearching various biomedical sources.

How is CENTRAL created? 
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/central-creation

https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/central-creation#pubmed
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/central-creation#embase
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/central-creation#clinicaltrials
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/central-creation#specialized
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/central/central-creation#handsearch


New Sources added to filters and :an search

FEATURE UPDATE

Search for Clinic Trials Registry and CINAHL articles using the 
Accession number (:an) field

Users can search Accession number field to limit by any of the content 
types in CENTRAL

• Pubmed:an
• Embase:an
• CTgov:an (Clinicaltrials.gov)
• ICTRP:an
• CINAHL:an

Available 
• From Search Tab, select Accession number from menu
• From Search manager, use :an field, ctgov:an



What is a Cochrane Clinical Answer?
• A CCA provides a concise summary of the results of a Cochrane 

Review with sufficient underlying data to allow:

o Application of the results to a specific patient group (e.g. 
children or adults, older patients with co-morbid conditions.)

o Understanding of the strength of the evidence supporting  
conclusions about key clinical outcomes

• Written by clinicians for clinicians

Make reviews more accessible to an important 
audience



Cochrane Clinical Answers

• Clinical summaries on a question-and-answer format from 
Cochrane Reviews

• Provide the evidence at hand on key outcomes

• Make the information a clinician will be most interested in more 
accessible

• Aim is to use information from Cochrane Reviews to inform 
healthcare decisions



How does a CCA ease application 
of results in clinical practice?
• Distils the 50+ pages of a Cochrane review into 1-3 pages with 

interactive, hierarchical display allowing multiple levels of entry 

• Brings together key data dispersed in Cochrane Library Review: 

• Population

• Intervention

• Comparison

• Outcome summary

• Quality of the evidence (Summary of findings/Risk of bias)



• Click to 
expand 
function 
allows you to 
view further 
information



• The Population, 
Intervention, 
Comparator section 
(PICO) at the bottom 
of the page 
describes people 
and interventions 
included in the trials 
to aid you in 
determining clinical 
relevance



• Quality of evidence 
(GRADE statements) or 
risk of bias analysis

• A clear narrative 
statement 

• Statistical data on relative 
effects

• A measure of absolute 
effects in terms of number 
of patients impacted out 
of 100 or 1000 (equivalent 
to NNT)

• Link to forest plot
• Link to the Cochrane 

Review on which the CCA 
is based



Epistemonikos

• World’s largest source of 
systematic reviews relevant for 
health decision-making

• Uses a comprehensive and 
systematic approach, powered 
by artificial intelligence and 
curated and annotated by 
experts

+350,000 Reviews





2 New Databases by McMaster
You are now able to search systematic reviews from McMaster Health Forum's repositories. 

• Health Systems Evidence is a continuously updated repository of syntheses of research 
evidence about governance, financial and delivery arrangements within health systems, and 
about implementation strategies that can support change in health systems. 

• Social Systems Evidence is the world’s most comprehensive, continuously updated 
repository of syntheses of research evidence about the programs, services and products 
available in a broad range of government sectors and program areas (e.g., economic 
development, education, environmental conservation, housing,…) as well as the governance 
and the implementation strategies that ensure that these get to those who need them. 



Site Navigation and Search

Browse options for 
Cochrane Reviews

• By Topic

• By Cochrane 
Review Group

Search Options

• Basic Search on Homepage

• Search Tab

• MeSH

• PICO Searchbeta

• Search Manager



Browse options

Browse Cochrane 
Reviews

• By Topic

• By Review 
Group

Use filters to 
refine your 
selection



Email Alerts

Use Cochrane 
assigned topics 
to create alerts 
to monitor 
when new 
Cochrane 
Systematic 
Reviews on that 
topic are 
published



Search options

All existing search 
options are provided on 
three tabs

• Search
• Search Manager
• Medical Terms (MeSH)

Each tab provides 
options to view search 
results and saved 
searches all on the same 
page



Search tab

Use the Search Tab for quick and easy searching of the Cochrane Library 



Field limits

Supports all field limits currently offered in the Cochrane Library



Autocomplete feature

As the user types,  common search terms are presented.



Limits

Use this link to add search limits to restrict a search by 
specific database, article status, or date of publication



Use Search Limits to 
restrict your search by:

• Content type
• By Review Group
• Date
• Online Date

Limits



Add lines

Use the + button to add up to 5 lines to your search



Limits

Use “Add to Search Manager” to move your search into search 
manager to build complex searches 



Result view

Use “Run Search” button” or hit enter to view results 



Results: Limit by database

View results by Product



Result view: Sort

Sort results by relevance, title or date



From any search results page, use citation export to download result 
citations (with optional abstracts).  File can be used in Word or 
exported into most reference management software 

Export  your search results



From any search results page, use citation export to download result 
citations (with optional abstracts).  File can be used in Word or 
exported into most reference management software 

Export  your search results

NEW as of July 2020 
CSV format added

For best results with 
Excel (preserves 
special characters) 
do not open file 
directly.

Use Data | Import 
from Text/CSV

USE Format UTF8 
and Comma 
delimited.



Filters specific for Cochrane Reviews

Status: Filters by 
events that have 
effected the review

Type:  Used to 
identify the type of 
question addressed 
by the review 



Filters for Cochrane Reviews

Language: Identifies when 
translations for content 

are available

Topic:  Limit results 
based on Cochrane 

supplied topics  



Additional Filters 

Date article was 
published online or 
added to the 
Cochrane Library

CENTRAL only 
publication year 
limit

CENTRAL only limits 
to articles sourced 
from PubMed or 
Embase



What’s is MeSH

Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) thesaurus is a controlled and hierarchically-organized 
vocabulary produced by the National Library of Medicine (NLM). It is used to index and search of 
biomedical and health-related information including Pubmed produced by NLM

For best results, search 
using both free text 
terms and MeSH. 



Enter Search 
term in this box

Use this box to 
limit by 

qualifiers

Hit Enter or 
Lookup 

button to 
view results

Medical Terms (MeSH)



MeSH autocomplete

Auto-Suggest:  As term is entered, MeSH terms and synonyms are given



• All MeSH
information now 
displayed on one 
page

• Permuted index
• Tree(s)
• Results for term
• Full Search results 

at bottom of page

MeSH view



MeSH view

Search in all trees or specific trees with or without term explosion



• Use this area to 

• Add a Mesh Search 
to your Search 
Manager

• View your results

• Save an individual 
MeSH search

MeSH view



MeSH view

Once term is selected, qualifier limit shows only those 
subheadings applicable to that term



Direct entry of MeSH term(s) supports the following features:
• Search one or more MeSH terms in the same search line
• Explode terms
• Limit using qualifiers
• Search by major concept(s) only

In addition to using the Medical Terms tab to enter MeSH, users 
can also key MeSH terms directly on the Search Manager Tab



[mh cholesteatoma]

[mh “diabetes mellitus”]

[mh ^“leg injuries”]

[mh asthma/DT,TH]

[mh “Alzheimer disease”[mj]]

[mh asthma] and [mh exercise]

1. Search for a single-word term exploded
2. Search for a multi-word term exploded – always use quotes
3. Use ^ in front of the term to search unexploded
4. Limit by qualifier using / and the two letter abbreviation
5. Limit by major concept only using [mj]
6. Search for multiple MeSH terms in one line

Use mh tag and always enclose your search in [ ]   



All charts available in the 
Cochrane Library User Guide

https://www.wiley.com/network/cochranelibrarytraining/user-guide


• Create and edit 
search

• Name and save 
search

• View Saved 
Searches

• View results

Search Manager



Support the 
following search 
syntax:
• Boolean and 

proximity 
operators

• Nesting
• Stemming
• Field Labels
• Combined 

searches

Click on the line count to 
view the results for that 
search line

Search Manager: Syntax



Common Issues

Using stemming in phrase search
• "pre consult*" (Doesn’t work)

USE NEXT with Stemming
(pre NEXT consult*)

Not searching as a phrase
• visit* or waiting room*  (searches waiting 

AND room anywhere in article)

Visit* or (waiting NEXT room*)

CUT and PASTE issues can introduce non-
supported quotes.  Want straight quotes 
not curly quotes. 
"pre consult*"
“pre consult*”





New – Search Manager Slideouts

Allows users to make all entries on the same page

Use the S button to access slideout allowing users to select fields 
using menus directly in search manager



New – Search Manager Slideouts

Allows users to make all entries on the same page



Use search alerts to monitor searches 

Set alerts for updates using the “Email Alerts” checkbox in the saved 
searches:

If box is checked, alerts are sent each month new articles are 
loaded which match your search

If box is not checked, alerts are turned off



Following Reviews

Set up an alert to notify you 
when a specific systematic 
review is updated  



Sharing searches

Use the Share Option to  

• Share results with other users or to review search methods 

• Share search when reporting issues to 
Wiley customer support



Documenting Searches Use the Export 
Option to  get a print 
friendly version of 
your search



Documenting Searches Use the Print Option 
to  get a print friendly 
version of your 
search with counts



PICO searchBETA

Search Cochrane Reviews by
Population Intervention Comparison Outcome

....to find reviews that precisely match your research or clinical questions



PICO searchBETA Lookup
New Lookup feature 
lets you interact 
with the PICO 
hierarchy to help 
find the best PICO 
terms.

• See related terms
• Expand the scope 

of your search 
using broader 
terms

• Use narrower 
terms to refine 
your search and 
reduce counts

FEATURE UPDATE



PICO searchBETA

PICO searchBETA Results
• PICO based filters
• View PICO terms in results to quickly identify relevant articles



Filter results based on PICO Groups



PICO searchBETA

NEW FEATURE 

PICO terms display in search results pages from all searches
• Use “View PICOsBETA” to view PICO terms in search results
• Use PICO terms in results to quickly identify patient populations 

and interventions you are interested in
• PICO terms are now linked to find other articles with that term NEW



Getting help

Use “View Search Tips” for specific help for that Search Page.



Getting help

Use “View Search Tips” for specific help for that Search Page.



Getting help



Search guides, live 
webinars, training videos, 
and more are available 
from the “Help” menu on 
the Cochrane Library 
homepage.



Thank you for listening!

Questions?

Colleen Finley

cfinley@wiley.com 


